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The sex of a child used to be a matter of chance (or, some might say, the work of
God). Nowadays, however, we can find out the sex of a baby at a very early stage in the
pregnancy. This opens up the possibility of being able to ( 1) whether to have a boy or
a girl. Should this be (2)? Let's look at the pros and cons.

Proponents of sex selection claim that it would allow us to ( 3 ) the number of boys
and girls that are (4 ) into the world. In some countries, such as China and India,
parents might ( 5 ) sex selection as a way of ensuring that they have a male child,
since female children are seen less ( 6 ). While these arguments for sex selection are
(7) to be accepted widely, there are also medical reasons for wishing to choose the sex
of a baby. For example, some genetic disorders such as hemophilia and Duchenne's
muscular dystrophy ( 8 ) only boys. Couples whose children might be (9 ) to these
diseases would have good reason to wish to have only female children.

Opponents of the practice, on the other hand, claim that it could (10) a
significant imbalance in the world's population, and that serious biological and social
changes could ( 11 ). Others believe that sex selection should be ( 12 ) in God's hands,
and that human beings should not ( 13 ) in such matters.

Choosing our child's sex is another example of a situation in which science has
increased the options ( 14 ) to us, while ( 15 ) little guidance as to how the new

possibilities should be employed.
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