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" I'm not good at speaking German. Nor is
- John.
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If I hadn't studied harder, I wouldn't be a
I university student now.
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The moment I got home, Julie called me
. on my cellphone.
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1 searched for my lost key, but it was
. nowhere to be found. ;
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j My mother returned home from the park
by taxi though she went there on foot.
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The black cat is on the chair and the

white one is under the table.
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glasses.

My grandfather has a beard, and he's the
i only one in my family who doesn't wear !
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M: I'd like to put something in the middle

of the cake. Last year it was Santa Claus,

so how about a snowman this year?

W: Sounds good. And what about around

the cake? Candles?

M: Well, yes, two candles and three
times as many strawberries.

W: All right.

Question:
What will the Christmas cake look like?
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M: Mom, did you buy what I asked you to?

W: I bought yogurt, but I didn't buy

chocolate bars.
- M: Oh, no! Why?
- W: Well, youre eating too much chocolate.

I bought some toothpaste instead. You

must brush your teeth more.

Question:
What did the woman buy for the boy?
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W: Dad, I'm studying the moon in my
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science class. Can we see the moon
tonight?

M: Hmm ... Let me check the weather

forecast ... You can see the crescent
moon in the western sky just after
sunset.

W: Will we see it clearly?

- M: Well, there will be some clouds so I'm

afraid not.

Question:
What will the moon look like just after
sunset today?
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M: Excuse me. ['m looking for the
police station.

W: Can you see the bookstore at the |

corner?
: M: The one next to the pharmacy?

i W: Yes. Turn right there and you will |

see it on your left.

© Question:
Where is the police station?
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- W: What are you planning to major in at

university, Taro? You're good at math
and chemistry.

| M: Yeah, but I'm more interested in how
our society functions than in natural
science.

W: What are you especially interested in?
| M: I'd like to use statistics and analyze |
| why some countries are wealthy while

others aren't.
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M: Hello. A hamburger and an apple pie,
: please.
- W: Five dollars for the burger and two for |
 the pie. If you order a drink, there is a |
special set. :
- M: How much is the set? i
W: Eight dollars for a hamburger, an :
apple pie and orange juice, all included.
M: Hmm ... I'm not very thirsty now, so I
don't need a drink.
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© W: What should we do for John's blrthday’?
Last year we went to an amusement

park.
M: How about inviting his friends to a
. home party?
| W: Well, we don't have enough time to
prepare for that ...
M: Then we could go to a mall and buy
. him what he wants. :
W: Sounds good!
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W: Wow! You've changed your halrstyle
so much. :
. M: Actually, I didn't want to.
. W: What do you mean?
M: I went to a different barber’s than
. usual and the barber didn't like my
i idea!
W: Oh, come on! You look good.
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. W: Let's go on a picnic today, Miguel. It's

a beautiful day.

. M: Are you sure, Nobuko? The weather |

forecast says it'll be rainy in the afternoon.

i W: Well, T don't mind getting wet. Getting
. caught in the rain can sometimes be

fun!

M: T don't think so. I'll take an umbrella

just in case.
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M: T've decided to stop eating fast food.
L Its my New Year's resolution.
| W: I remember hearing you say that last !
| year. :
! M: As you say, I couldn't stick to it last |
year. But this year I have a strong will.
W: I think you'll be saying the same thing
next year ... but anyway good luck! :
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To my surprise, last Monday morning, the
doorknob of my apartment came off
suddenly. I should have contacted my

- landlord first of all, but 1 was so upset that [
© arranged for a repairperson to come to fix it
without notifying him. The repair was done :
properly and I paid the repair cost. When I
¢ called my landlord, however, he refused to ;
compensate me, saying that he wasn't

. notified in advance. Not satisfied, I i
~ consulted a friend of mine who is a lawyer.
. He told me that my landlord had to pay for :
. the cost, which he later reluctantly agreed to

do.
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We are supposed to put these books on the E

designated bookshelves. First, books for -
children should be placed on Bookshelf 1,
. regardless of their genre. With books for
adults, nonfiction should go to Bookshelf 2, :
- 3, or 4. Science books go to Bookshelf 2. °
- Those related to politics and economy go to
! Bookshelf 3, and biographies go to
- Bookshelf 4. Lastly, all fiction books for

adults should go to Bookshelf 5.
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1. Hamaya Music Academy has a good

reputation. They provide private piano
lessons by experienced instructors. You
can take a trial lesson for 1,000 yen.
Saturday morning lessons and Sunday
afternoon lessons are available.

2. I'd recommend Nakagawa Piano Academy.

There are openings for group lessons :

starting at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and
private lessons starting at 1:00 p.m. on
Sundays. You can try a free lesson before

enrolment.

3. How about Precious Music School? You
can enjoy learning to play the piano in
group lessons with a maximum of six
students. Enrollment is now open for
lessons beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Sundays.
Please apply for a free trial lesson first.

4. Tricky Piano School is excellent! Lessons
are given on a grand piano. You can enrol
in private lessons on Sunday morning and
Monday afternoon. First, enjoy a trial
lesson free of charge!
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Almost 60 percent of British people drink
tea every day, with 11 percent drinking more
than five cups a day. About a quarter of
British people add sugar to their drink
and nearly 80 percent take it with milk.

But it is a subject that has proved bitterly
divisive for a long time: how best to make
a cup of tea. As George Orwell suggested
in his 1946 essay on the subject: “The

best manner of making it is the subject of

violent disputes.”
to have settled the debate once and for
all, siding with Orwell and the firm

But one survey claims

conclusion that the milk should always be
added last.
The survey confirms the nation's final

- position on the issue, with almost 80 percent

insisting that the correct procedure is water
over the teabag first, followed by a drop

of milk. Habits differ according to age,
- with the older people the more likely to

add milk first.
British people drink 165 million cups of

. tea every day, more than 60 billion a year.
. The specific manner in which a cup of tea is
" made once had strong class associations.
'~ In the days when only the most expensive

cups would not crack when boiling water was
poured into them, the less wealthy cooled
their hot drinks by pouring their milk in
first. Today, such concerns are of little
importance, and the survey suggests that
both the middle- and working-class people

. are similarly split, with some 80 percent

of each preferring to add their milk last.
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The strength of the perfect tea has proved

. an equally controversial subject and the

survey suggests that most prefer it

~ relatively strong. On an eight-point color

scale, ranging from a dark milk-less

. brown to a pale light brown color, almost
- 50 percent chose the fifth strongest, a

mid-brown, with another one-fifth going
for the slightly stronger and darker color.
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Mike: Voter turnout in Japan seems very
low.
Nozomi: That's right. I'm concerned
about the low voter turnout among

X, BRI ),
LS E L CEM I
Py

young people, especially those in their

twenties.

Mike: In my country, Australia, voting is :

compulsory. In fact, there are many
countries that make voting compulsory.
Nozomi: What happens if you don't vote?

Mike: You'll be fined. In Australia, fines .

are strictly applied, and thanks to it,

voter turnout in Australia is about 90

percent.

Nozomi: But I think voting is a right, not 5

an obligation.

Mike: Well, I disagree. 1 think voting is
the responsibility of the citizens, not
just their right. But of course, it's up
to Japanese people whether to make
voting compulsory.

Nozomi: But if we force people who are :

not interested in politics to vote, can
we call it the will of the people? 1

think it is more important to make

: voting enjoyable for people.

© Mike: I agree. In Australia, polling

' places are set up with food stalls and
people can enjoy themselves. By the
way, are you going to the upcoming
mayoral election?

Nozomi: Of course. My father is running

for mayor!
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Minami: Hi, Joe. A new convenience
store opened near our university
yesterday.

Joe: Hi, Minami. I know. But it isn't

open 24 hours, and it closes at 9 p.m.
What do you think about that, Sophie?
Sophie: That's inconvenient. When I
study late and I'm too tired to cook,
I often buy a boxed lunch at a
convenience store. Tom, you are a big
fan of Japanese convenience stores,

aren't you?

Tom: Yes, I am! 1 think convenience
stores should be open 24 hours a day
because they contribute to local safety
by being open all night. What do you
think, Minami?

- Minami: Well, I'm against 24-hour

businesses. This is because with global
warming becoming an issue, we should
conserve energy as much as possible.

Joe: I agree with Minami. Not only

environmental issues, but also the
health care of employees who work at
night must be taken into consideration.
Sophie: But the pay is better at night, and |
some students are even willing to work
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