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Every morning, the sun rises in the east, and every evening, it sets
in the west. We can see it slowly move throughout the day, with our
shadows long or short, in front or behind, depending on where the sun
is. Try the experiment at midday, and see your shadow tuck up under

you. (nNothing could be so obvious, and since it happens every day, if

you miss it today you can catch the show tomorrow.

The sun doesn't go around the earth each day, of course. You can
understand how difficult ()it would be to convince people that what
seems so obvious is not really what is going on. Put it this way: the
earth is the centre of ouruniverse, because that is where we are when

we look at the sun, moon and stars. (3)It's our centre, but not the centre.

All the stargazers in the ancient world had put the earth at the
centre. Remember Aristotle? After him, the most influential Greek

astronomer, Ptolemy, built on the careful noting of the position of the
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stars night after night, season after season, and year after year.

@wLooking at the stars on a clear night is a magical experience, and

being able to identify the groups, or 'constellations', of stars is great

fun. The Plough and Orion's belt are easy to trace across the sky when
there are no clouds. From the Plough you can find the North Star, and

this helped sailors at night to continue to sail in the right direction.
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