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oHow many people have told vou that the key to success 1s to

follow your passions? I'd bet it’'s a lot. Giving that advice to

someone who'’s struggling to figure out what to do with his or her

life is easy. However, that advice i1s actually simplistic and
misleading. Don’t get me wrong, I'm a huge fan of passions and
think it’s incredibly important to know what drives you. But it
certainly isn’t enough.

Passions are just a starting point. You also need to know your
talents and how the world values them. If you're passionate about

something but not particularly good at it, then ©it’s going to be

pretty frustrating to try to craft a career in that area. Say you love

basketball but aren’t tall enough to compete, or you're enthralled
by jazz but can’t carry a tune. In both cases you can be a terrific
fan, going to games and concerts, without being a professional.

@ Taking this a step further, perhaps you’re passionate about

something and are quite talented in the field, but there’s no
market for those skills. For example, you might be a skilled artist
and love to paint, or crave surfing and can ride any wave. But we

all know that the market for these skills i1s small. Trying to craft a
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career around such passions is often a recipe for frustration. Think
of them instead as wonderful hobbies.
The sweet spot 1s where your passions overlap with your skills

and the market. If you can find that spot, then @wyou’re in the

wonderful position in which yvour job enriches vour life instead of

just providing the financial resources that allow vou to enjoy your

life after the workday is over.
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