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@A voung man sees a sunset and, unable to understand or to

express the emotion that it rouses in him, concludes that it must

be the gateway to a world that lies beyond. It is difficult for any of

us In moments of intense aesthetic experience to resist the

suggestion that we are catching a glimpse of a licht that shines

down to us from a different realm of existence, different and,

because the experience is intensely moving, in some way higher.

And, @though the gleams blind and dazzle, yet do they convey a

hint of beauty and serenity greater than we have known or

1imagined. Greater too than we can describe; for language, which

was invented to convey the meanings of this world, cannot readily

be fitted to the uses of another.
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I have often heard writers complain that they have nothing to

write about. ()] am inclined to say that I could not spend an hour

1n anyone’s company without getting the material to write at least

a readable story about him. It is pleasant to have so many stories

1n one’s mind that whatever vour mood vou have one upon which

vou can let vour fancy linger. @Reverie is the groundwork of

creative imagination; it is the privilege of the artist that with him

1t 1s not as with other men an escape from reality, but the means

bv which he accedes to it. His reverie is purposeful. It affords him

a delight in comparison with which the pleasures of sense are pale

and it affords him the assurance of his freedom.
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